REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION; CULTURE, SPORT
AND RECREATION ON THE OVERSIGHT VISIT UNDERTAKEN AT KGODHLELELA
PROJECT AND BOEKENHOUTHOEK LIBRARY ON 20 JUNE 2013; THEMBISILE
HANI MUNICIPALITY-DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, SPORT AND RECREATION
(DCSR)

1. INTRODUCTION

The Portfolio Committee on Education; Culture, Sport and Recreation (the
Committee) derives its mandate from section 114, 116 and 133 of the
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, Act 108 of 1996 (the Constitution),
read together with Rule 124 of the Rules and Orders of the Mpumalanga
Provincial Legislature (the Rules), to conduct oversight over the Department of
Culture, Sport and Recreation by holding it accountable for the activities and
programs they carry, including the exercising of the powers and the performance
of their functions, pursuant to service delivery.

2. PURPOSE OF THE OVERSIGHT VISITS AND THE PUBLIC HEARINGS

The purpose was to:

a) determine challenges and achievements faced by Kgodhlelela Women’s
Group (Project);

b) solicit views or input hindering the well-functioning of the Boekenhouthoek
container library;

c) determine whether Boekenhouthoek container library is well resourced and
functioning;

d) to solicit inputs hindering service delivery.
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METHOD OF WORK

Invitations were sent to the Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation and to
the Thembisile Hani Local Municipality to participate in the planned oversight
visits. The Researcher briefed the Committee on 13 June 2013, at Committee
Room 7, on the synopsis report compiled in relation to identified libraries and
related service delivery issues. On 19 June 2013, the Committee visited
Kgodhlelela Women’s Group project; and on 20 June 2013, visited
Boekenhouthoek container Library.

On 21 June 2013, Members of the Legislature conducted public hearings
simultaneously at the three different venues namely; Moloto Old Age Centre,
Verena Multipurpose Centre and Kwaggafontein, Boekenhouthoek library centre.

OVERSIGHT VISIT TO KGODHLELELA WOMEN ‘S GROUP

Background

Kgodhlelela Women’s Group, is situated at Verena, Thembisile Hani Municipality.
The group has rented a garage in a building owned by MEGA, since it started to
operate. It was formed in 1993, to alleviate poverty and create job opportunities
for unemployed women and youth. The group further aimed at transferring skills
through restoring norms and cultural values to the youth by teaching them
traditional dance and craft.

It was registered as a cooperative in 2007 with 14 members. On 05 January
2010, the group had received R210 000 funding from the Department of Social
Development (DSD); which was used to purchase equipment. The Department of
Culture, Sport and Recreation (DCSR) also funded the group with R500 000,
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4.3

which was used to pay stipends to the 14 members, which was R800-00 per
person. It was reported that some members had left the group after the
discontinuation of the stipend. Currently, the project is left with 09 members.

The group had managed to train 40 youth dancers, and had released an album in
1998 through a recording producer by the name of “Nanas” Vusi Skhosana, but it
was failed in distribution. Its second album was released through a recoding
producer called J Mahlangu.

Core business of the Kgodhlelela Women’s Group
The core business of the group is as follows:

e sewing clothes & traditional mats;

e art;

e craft;

e bead work;

¢ traditional dance.

Challenges
The following challenges were raised that:

* There is not enough space for the project, as they have occupied a single
garage;

e Potential hard working members had left for greener pastures, as there are no
means for making any income from the projects;

e The centre is not fenced and is exposed to be vandalized at any time;

¢ The available budget will not sustain the project’s needs:

e There is no dedicated person to assist the group in marketing the products;

+ The municipal services rates are too high, an amount of R 2 714-00 is paid
monthly for rent, security and electricity;
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* Local schools are not supporting the project; it is alleged that one school
principal lobbied the society not to purchase the school uniform sewed by the
group;

* Government (DSD) preferred outside artists than local artists when there are
events;

» The group had been offered a land by the local chief, but there is no funds for
building the structure;

» The project could not access funding from Lottery, because it is a cooperative
not a Non-Profit Organisation (NPO);

Comments by the Committee

After the presentation, the committee had a concern on the supporting role
played by DCSR and DSD to the project, as it was noted that financial records
are not properly kept. The Committee was also concerned, as to when will DSD
hand-over the project to Department of Economic Development, Environmental
Affairs and Tourism (DEDET).

In response, DCSR indicated that, it is in a process of compiling a database of all
the projects, including Kgodhlelela Women’s group. The database will be ready
before August 2013, for the handover of the projects to DEDET, especially those
of profit making. It was also reported that, DCSR will make an assessment of the
above mentioned project. The Committee requested a report on the involvement
of DEDET in assisting the group to realise its goal, through the Department of
Culture, Sport and by end of July 2013.

The Committee noted with concern the report about the Principal of Semisa
Primary School, for de-marketing and influencing the community including
schools that they should not support the group. The committee indicated that it
will take this matter up with the Department of Education for further investigation
and disciplinary measures thereof.
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The committee further questioned the support provided by the Department of
Social Development after funding the project. In responding, DSD indicated that
after funding a cooperative, the expectation would be that, the cooperative will
operate and generate its own profit. The committee noticed that there is lack of
support by DSD, as it was also reported that DSD preferred outside artist in its
local events. The committee encouraged that local artists be utilised in local
events to strengthen the support of the local artist. The committee further
indicated that DCSR must play a part in influencing the local Early Childhood
Centres to purchase school uniforms from Kgodhlelela Women'’s Group.

Findings

After the presentations and interactions with the two departments, the committee
found that:

* The project had received funding from both departments (DSD and DCSR)
during 2010/11 financial year, but currently is not funded.

* The project has a land provided by the local chief to build their structure but
due to lack of funds, there is still no structure, hence there is lack of support
by DCSR and DSD.

» The Project is not supported by local people.

e The group is operating in a single garage, thus the space is not enough to
keep all the working materials, also serve as an office and ensuring the
smooth running of the daily activities of the project.

Recommendations
The committee recommends that:

* The Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation must attend to all the
challenges and findings made by the committee and ensure that the
Kgodhlelela Women'’s Group (project) is handed over to DEDET.
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6. OVERSIGHT VISIT TO BOEKENHOUTHOEK LIBRARY

6.1 Background

The library management and district officials from the Department of
Culture, Sport and Recreation briefed the committee on status of the
library. It was reported that the library is housed in a container at
Thembisile Hani Municipality. Its inception was on February 2010,
donated by SANEF. The library has 2 468 books. DCSR has signed an
affiliation agreement with the Municipality to provide security to all libraries
within its jurisdiction. The population of Boekenhouthoek which is 9 307 is
benefiting from this container library. The library further service six (6)
secondary schools and four (4) primary schools.

6.2. Staffing

It was reported that the DCSR provides one librarian on a three year
renewable contract. Boekenhouthoek library has been provided with one
librarian and a cleaner.

6.3 Comments made by the committee

The committee noted that there is no library structure, and the container
library is too small to service the community; and is not situated closer to
the people. The Department indicated that, the responsibility of locating
container libraries within a community lies with a municipality. It was then
indicated that this matter will be taken up with the MEC and the
management of DCSR.

6.4 Findings
The following findings were made by the committee:

a. There is no infrastructure, the container library is small and is not
capable to service the entire community;
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