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1.INTRODUCTION

The Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature has a constitutional obligation to oversight over the
executive and remains a political prerogative with administration giving the necessary
support. The Legislature has thus taken the decision, through the Public Participation and
Petitions Committee, to host a Youth Parliament 2013 for the Province on 28 June 2013.

2. THEME

The theme for this occasion was “Working together, with youth, to intensify oversight to
foster service delivery”

3.0BJECTIVES

The broad objectives of the Youth Parliament are to:

= To do oversight on youth matters, especially youth development

* To educate and share information with youth.

* Debate contemporary issues facing young citizens of Mpumalanga.

* Create an opportunity for youth to engage with the Mpumalanga Provincial
Legislature, Provincial Local Government and structures.

= Encourage young people to take part in decision-making and legislative processes
which directly affect them.

* To facilitate participation of the youth fraternity in evaluating progresses made thus
far in entrenching democratic values within our community in the context of

democratisation of state and society.

4. METHOD OF WORK

The Legislature approved a slot for the hosting of Youth Parliament 2013 on the 28 of June
2013. The Committee subsequently conducted meetings to conceptualise on the sectoral
parliament.

The following organisations were identified as core to the business and these parameters
were used to select participants:




Youth with disabilities

Youth in politics

Youth in Business

Youth involved in poverty eradication programmes
Youth in Agriculture

Young Women

Organized Youth(ANC)

Organized Youth (DA)

Organized Youth(COPE)

Preparatory workshops were organised as follows:

Date | Venue Attendance
21 June 2013 Kobwa Hall in Nkomazi 175

25 June 2013 Botleng Community Hall 50

25 June 2013 Msukaligwa Council Chambers 46

Advertisements were placed to appear in the following newspapers: Daily Sun, New Age
and the Mpumalanga Mirror, as well as on Ligwalagwala FM and lkwekwezi FM radio
stations.

A memorial lecture on the Lowveld Massacre was conducted for youth in Kabokweni Hall in
the morning of 27 June 2013. The lecture highlighted that:

e South Africa as gathered, still had a challenge of how to order economic and social
relations in a manner that would build a caring society ; we needed to examine the
strides we had made over the past two decades in building a caring society and
achieving the goals of the Freedom Charter.

e The Loweveld Massacre was as a result of the senseless killing of a student, Mandla

Lekhuleni, 27 years ago by the apartheid security forces. Followed by the senseless
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killing, on the 11th March 1986 at KaBokweni magistrate court, whereby people who
had attended the trials of those who were arrested during the funeral of Mandla
Lekhuleni. The apartheid security forces, without any provocations, randomly opened
fire, killing two more people (Mandla Shabangu and Saul Mkhabela) and injured
many more students.

As we remember these fallen heroes and heroines of our struggle, we need to do so
by making a critical reflection of the road we have travelled thus far since the
attainment of our freedom in 1994.

Though we had defeated apartheid and made significant progress in addressing the
social and economic devastations that it caused, we had however inherited an
economic system with a well-entrenched value system that placed individual
acquisition of wealth at the very centre of the value system of our society as whole.
Our people were now tolerant or permissive attitude towards such crimes as theft
and corruption; and stole public resources with impunity. We had inherited a
monopoly capitalist political-economy whose values were of individual profit
maximization at the expense of the value system of humility, integrity and human

solidarity.

As a result of this system, we are daily confronted by the challenges obscene
inequalities, poverty and high rate of unemployment especial of young people.

It became a norm for many in our society, having become used to the value system
of the capitalist market; personal success and fulfiment meant personal enrichment
and to get rich at all costs in the mist of poverty and they were not ashamed and
apologetic of publicly displaying such wealth.

Another challenge faced by our country was the limited ability of our economy to be
labour absorbing, especially the new entrants due to low entrepreneurship and lack

of the requisite skill among the young people

Since the attainment of democracy 19 years ago, the ANC led government had

implemented  various  Programmes  targeting  the youth  such as




learnerships/internships, national youth services, economic charters of which youth
were one of the beneficiaries, co-operatives which were an important tool for
empowering young people as well as the Preferential Procurement Policy
Framework Act, 2000, which also made the youth as among the designated groups.

The Freedom Charter had been a visionary prescription that had served as an
educational tool for different generations of freedom fighters and the general masses
of the people, the Freedom charter's message is clear and simple-SOUTH AFRICA
BELONGS TO ALL WHO LIVE IN IT, BLACK AND WHITE!

It was agreed that one of the biggest challenges faced by our democracy was the
need to expand the economy and create more jobs.

Since 1994 enrolment in schools had gone up, there were however still challenges
in our struggle to turn our schools into centers of excellence where cultural treasures
of mankind would be opened to all, by free exchange of books, culture of reading,
ideas and ideological contestation, when we say: THE DOORS OF LEARNING AND
CULTURE SHALL BE OPENED!

Commissions with resource persons were conducted on the afternoon of 27 June 2013 to

allow participant in-depth engagement on the thematic areas, in the process consolidate

regional views into a common message.

On 28 June after opening preliminaries, the Hon RC Mkasi made the keynote address to

contextualise the background to youth struggle and challenges facing current youth.

5. COMMISSIONS INPUTS

The commissions noted on:
5.1 THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN: THE YOUTH ARE THE FUTURE.
5.1.1 The National Development Plan is a good policy direction forecasting

the long foreseeable future.




5.1.2 The National Development Plan invites citizens to make inputs for its

finalization

5.2KNOW YOUR STATUS: HIV/AIDS NEW INFECTIONS: IS IT A CRIMINAL ACT
OR BLISSFUL IGNORANCE.

5.2.1 Young people are aware of dangers in transmitting the virus
intentionally with a view to infect unsuspecting victims.

5.2.2 Handling HIV and Aids new infections like Drug Resistant TB will
stigmatise the infection which may lead to prejudicing the patient.

5.2.3 Criminalising the intentional infection of innocent victims will add
momentum on keeping new infections low

5.2.4 Further research on the modalities of reviewing the approach to the
fight against HIV and Aids is necessary.

5.3YOUTH IN DEFENDING DEMOCRACY: VOTER APATHY

5.3.1 Voter education is not available on social media

5.3.2 Year 2014 is to mark 20years into democracy, in every five (5) years
voting takes place for new leadership; hence there would be elections
in 2014,

5.3.3 The IEC (independent Electorate Commission) compiles and update
the voters roll

5.3.4 The IEC provided Civic and Democracy education

5.3.5 The public is reminded of the registration dates prior to voting — 09-10
November 2013 and 09-10 February 2014







